
CITY OF GRANDE PRAIRIE 

 

BYLAW C-1078 

 

A Bylaw of the City of Grande Prairie 

To Regulate the Use of Public Lands 

 

 WHEREAS, the Municipal Government Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to pass 

bylaws for municipal purposes respecting the safety, health and welfare of people, the protection of 

people and property and other matters; 

 

 AND WHEREAS the Council of the City of Grande Prairie deems it advisable to pass a 

bylaw regulating the use of public lands and providing for penalties for the unauthorized use of 

public lands; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRANDE 

PRAIRIE, IN THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA, DULY ASSEMBLED ENACTS AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

 SHORT TITLE 

 

1. This bylaw may be cited as “The Use of Public Lands Bylaw”. 

 

 DEFINITIONS 

 

2. In this bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires: 

 

 (a) “Act” - means the Municipal Government Act, as amended. 

 

 (b) “City” - means the Municipal Corporation of the City of Grande Prairie unless the 

context otherwise requires. 

 

 (c) “Council” - means the Council of the City. 

 

 (d) “Court” - means the Provincial Court of Alberta. 

 

 (e) “Direction” - means a written direction given pursuant to Section 7. 

 

 (f) “Director” - means the City’s Public Works Director or a person or persons designated 

to carry out and exercise all or some of the functions of the Public Works Director 

pursuant to this bylaw. 

 

 (g) “Permit” - means a permit issued pursuant to the provisions of this bylaw. 

 

 (h) “Person” - includes an individual, a firm, partnership, joint venture, corporation, 

association, society and any other incorporated body. 

 

 (i) “Public land” - means: 

 

  (i) all public utility lots; 

  (ii) all easements in favour of the City; 

  (iii) all utility rights-of-way; 

  (iv) municipal reserves;  



BYLAW C-1078 PAGE 2 

  

 

  (v) environmental reserves; and 

  (vi) any other land subject to the City’s direction, management or control. 

 

 (j) “Responsible person” - means a person who has been convicted of an offence under this 

bylaw. 

 

 (k) “Unauthorized use” - means the temporary or permanent exercise of dominion or control 

of public land by constructing, storing, erecting or placing anything on public land or by 

doing work on or altering or doing any other act either on or with respect to public land 

without a permit unless such use is pursuant to a written agreement of any kind with the 

City or in the nature of casual pedestrian traffic.  Unauthorized uses include, but are not 

limited to: 

 

  (i) constructing a driveway, parking pad or site, garage, stairway, walkway, pool, 

patio, deck, wall, fence, shed or other structure; 

  (ii) doing landscaping or gardening and installing irrigation or electrical systems; 

  (iii) constructing drainage facilities including, but not limited to, pipes, catch basins, 

sumps, swales, detention ponds and ancillary structures; 

  (iv) erecting staging, scaffolding or similar structures or depositing or storing 

materials, machinery, equipment or tools used or to be used in connection with the 

erection, alteration, demolition, repair or painting of any structure; 

  (v) digging, cutting, excavating, filling or dumping soil, refuse, garden or yard 

material, compost and other materials; and 

  (vi) using the public land for the parking of any vehicle, whether operable or 

inoperable, including but not limited to cars, trucks, vans, recreational vehicles, 

all-terrain vehicles, snowmobiles, boats, campers and trailers and operating any 

vehicle upon public land. 

 

 CONSENT TO USE 

 

3. Any person wishing to make use of public land may apply to the City in writing. 

 

4. The Director may consent to a proposed use subject to whatever terms the Director considers 

appropriate. 

 

5. The terms prescribed by the Director may include the provision of security in the form of 

either cash or a letter of credit to ensure that, upon termination of the permit, the applicant 

vacates the public land and restores it to the condition it was in prior to the applicant 

commencing use of the public land. 

 

 UNAUTHORIZED USE 

 

6. No person shall make unauthorized use of public land. 

 

7. The Director may, by a direction, require the person responsible for an unauthorized use of 

public land to cease such unauthorized use.  A direction must: 

 

 (a) Identify the unauthorized use. 
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 (b) Direct the person to take any action or measures necessary to remedy the unauthorized 

use including, but not limited to, the restoration of the public land to its state 

immediately before commencement of the unauthorized use, and 

 

 (c) State a time within which the person must comply with the direction. 

 

8. A direction may be served: 

 

 (a) Personally if directed to an individual or by delivery to a person apparently over the age 

of sixteen (16) years residing or employed at the address where the individual resides, 

carries on business or is employed. 

 

 (b) In accordance with the Business Corporations Act (Alberta) if directed to a business 

corporation. 

 

 (c) Sending by prepaid registered mail to its registered office or its place of business in the 

case of any other corporation. 

 

 (d) In the case of firm or partnership, by personal service on any person over the age of 

eighteen (18) years who is a member of the firm or partnership or apparently in the 

employ of the firm or partnership at an office of the firm or partnership, or 

 

 (e) In accordance with an Order of the Alberta Court of Queen’s Bench. 

 

9. No person shall fail to comply with a direction. 

 

10. If the City is unable to ascertain the name of the person responsible for any unauthorized use: 

 

 (a) The City will post a sign on the public land which is the subject of the unauthorized use 

stating that, if the unauthorized use is not stopped and all work done necessary to restore 

the public land to its condition immediately before commencement of the unauthorized 

use, by a date at least twenty-one (21) days after the sign is posted, the City will do such 

work. 

 

 (b) If the City does work pursuant to the preceding paragraph 10(a), the cost of so doing 

will be a debt due to the City from the person responsible for the unauthorized use. 

 

 (c) The work referred to in paragraph 10(a) includes, but is not limited to, the removal of 

materials and chattels of all kinds, excavating and removing improvements and carrying 

out landscaping. 

 

 (d) In the case of an emergency of any kind or a perceived threat to public safety, the period 

of twenty-one (21) days prescribed by paragraph 10(a) may be shortened to whatever 

period the Public Works Director considers appropriate. 

 

 (e) The City may sell any materials or chattels referred to in paragraph 10(c) and apply the 

proceeds towards payment of the debt due to the City from the person responsible for 

the unauthorized use. 
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 ENFORCEMENT 

 

11. A person who contravenes section 6, section 9 or any other provision of this bylaw is guilty of 

an offence. 

 

12. A person who is found guilty of an offence under this bylaw is liable to a fine of at least 

$200.00 and not exceeding $10,000.00. 

 

13. If a fine imposed pursuant to section 12 is not paid, the City will proceed to collect it in the 

same manner as a civil judgement in favour of the City. 

 

14. In addition to imposing a fine pursuant to section 12, the Court may: 

 

 (a) Order the responsible person to cease the unauthorized use and take whatever steps are 

necessary to restore the public land which has been the subject of the use to the 

condition it was in prior to commencement of the use; and 

 

 (b) Direct that, if the responsible person fails to comply with an order pursuant to the 

preceding paragraph 14(a) within a specified time, the City will be at liberty to do the 

work required and recover the costs of so doing from the responsible person.  Such costs 

may be determined either concurrently with imposition of a fine or upon subsequent 

application to the court. 

 

 OPERATION OF BYLAW 

 

15. This bylaw applies to all unauthorized uses of public land which commence at any time after 

the date that this bylaw comes into force or which commenced prior to such date. 

 

 DATE BYLAW COMES INTO FORCE 

 

16. This bylaw shall take effect on the date it is passed. 

 

READ a first time this            of                               , 2002. 

 

   

 Mayor 

 

   

 City Clerk 

 

READ a second time this            of                                 , 2002. 

 

READ a third time and finally passed this             of                                    , 2002. 

 

   

 Mayor 

 

   

 City Clerk 

 


